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Words that Build Up
Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, 
this should not be. James 3:10 (but see James 3:3-12).

What does a bit placed in the mouth of horse, a rudder at the back of 
ship and a spark have in common?  They all get a mention in the Bible in a 
letter written by James, thought to be Jesus’ brother.  We’ve been reading 
through a part each Sunday.  James cites these items for the way they are 
tiny compared to their impact.  A small metal bit steers a horse, a rudder 
directs a ship and the tiniest of sparks can set off the largest of wildfires.  

James’ interest is not in fascinating comparisons though.  He wants us all 
to correct the damage our tongues unleash.  Such a small part of us, but 
capable of so much misery and hurt.  Don’t we know it personally!  It’s not 
just what we say, text or type.  It’s also what we passively don’t address in 
those around us.  

Yet while James realistically says we won’t tame the tongue, he also isn’t 
offering an excuse not to give it go.  Always we need the one with the well 
instructed tongue, Jesus, to speak a word of forgiveness to sustain the 
weary (see Isaiah 50:4).  Then live out of that. 

For example, a ship’s rudder doesn’t really steer.  It sets off a series of 
different forces that change the ship’s direction. Similarly, having received 
Christ’s forgiveness, what forces on you are unhelpful for keeping your 
tongue in check?  Social media, negativity and cynicism amongst your 
contacts and news feeds, a generally permissive environment about 
running others down?  What forces are positive? Let Jesus and them act on 
you! 

Submitted by Pastor Matthew Bishop 

Upcoming Events

WEEK 9

FRI 17 SEPTEMBER
• Casual Day - Cancer Council Fundraiser
• 4 Woodward/Lethborg Concert Live 
Performance

WEEK 10

MON 20 SEPTEMBER
• 1 Fisher/Bakewell Concert Live 
Performance

TUES 21 SEPTEMBER
• 2 Tew-Miegel/Voigt Concert Live 
Performance

WED 22 SEPTEMBER
• 3 Fyffe/Burgan Concert Live Performance

THUR 23 SEPTEMBER
• 3 Baldock/ 4 Nicholls Concert Live 
Performance

FRI 24 SEPTEMBER
• Term 3 Concludes- Optional Attendance 
Day 

TERM 4 WEEK 1

MON 11 OCTOBER
• Term 4 Commences 

THUR 14 - FRI 15 OCTOBER
• Year 3 Camp - Nunyara, Belair 



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
•  Year 6 Seniors

From the Acting Principal
STAFFING
Congratulations to Miss Jess Robinson on her 
appointment as Education Admin Leader for 2022. Jess 
has been supporting the Senior Leadership Team this 
term while Leila has been on leave. Jess will work closely 
with Danielle Nak in Inclusive Education next year and 
assist the other leaders in the school with community 
events and daily school organisation.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
This weekend there will be a significant celebration of 
life that the St Paul congregation will host on behalf of 
the LCA regarding the late Rev Dr Lance Steicke AM, 
former president of the LCANZ from 1987-2000. Rev 
Dr Steicke died aged 88 and our best wishes go to the 
family at this time.

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERSHIP
At the end of the year a number of places on the 
St Paul School Board (formerly School Council) will 
become available. We have some current members 
who are finishing up in December after a number of 
years of membership and we will acknowledge these 
Board members later in the year. 

If this type of role in the school community interests 
you, please take a look at the nomination form. 
Completed nominations are to be sent to councilchair@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au by September 30. 

Given the Master Planning process currently underway, 
we are particularly interested in community members 
who can commit to a number of years (i.e. children in 
the younger year levels) of service. Board meetings 
are held monthly, on Tuesday evenings from 7.30pm, 
and usually take about two hours. At times there are 
also special meetings such as AGMs, meetings with 
Architects and school visits. If you would like to discuss 
anything about this role or application process, please 
email me at jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

ENROLMENTS
As we approach the end of Term 3, it is important 
to inform the school of any intentions to withdraw 
students from the school at the conclusion of the year. 
Thank you to those families who have already indicated 
that due to new jobs and addresses etc. that they will 
be looking for new schools next year. As per the school 
enrolment policy, it is important that we receive a term 
in advance notice to assist with future planning. Please 
email admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au with any questions or 
new information.

CHAPEL
A big thank you to the Endeavour Chaplain, Eve and 
her Worship Ministry Team for leading our Chapel this 
morning. It was wonderful to have you here to lead 
us and share the story of Mount Sinai and the Ten 
Commandments. If you missed the livestream, hop on 
to our Closed Facebook group to view from home at a 
time that suits you. 

Next week, Thursday 23 September will be our Closing 
Chapel with Pastor Matt Bishop on Gratitude for God. 
Please note that Closing Chapel will be on Thursday 
morning at 9am rather than our usual afternoon time.

Please feel welcome to join us online to view this 
through our closed Facebook group. 

 Jason Fay |Acting Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
UPCOMING CASUAL DAY - FRIDAY 17 SEPTEMBER
Please check out the attached flyer regarding an 
upcoming Casual Day in support of The Cancer Council. 
Donations are able to be made via the QKR app from 
Wednesday 15-Tuesday 21 September. Thank you in 
advance for supporting this wonderful cause.

OPTIONAL ATTENDANCE DAY- FRIDAY 24 SEPTEMBER
The last day of term, Friday 24 September, will be an 
optional attendance day for all students from Reception 
to Year 6. In order to assist us in planning, please 
indicate whether your child/ren will be attending school 



by Monday 20 September via the eform which has been 
sent via email this week. This is part of our commitment 
to use less paper forms at St Paul.

Carly Bergen | Wellbeing Leader

From the Education Admin Leader
CONCERT WEEK 9 & 10 
This year, we are excited to offer families two ways to 
view our Year 1-4 Concert. There will be both a filmed 
recording of the entire concert as well as live class 
performances. 

The full recorded concert will be available to view 
before attending the live performance. The live 
performances will be held in the Hall after the 
afternoon break at approximately 2pm each day from 
Friday Week 9.

Below is the schedule for the live performance 
afternoons:

• Friday 17/9: 4 Lethborg, 4 Woodward

• Monday 20/9: 1 Fisher, 1 Bakewell 

• Tuesday 21/9: 2 Tew/Miegel, 2 Voigt

• Wednesday 22/9:3 Fyffe, 3 Burgan  

• Thursday 23/9:3 Baldock, 4 Nicholls (Closing Chapel 
will be held at 9am)

Live performance times:

• 1:45pm Arrival. Car parking on the school courts. 
COVID check in.

• 2:00pm be seated by 2pm in the hall

• 2:05pm Live performance begins

• 2:45pm Performance finishes ready for regular school 
pick up times

Tickets are available to purchase from through the QKR 
app. Bookings close the day before your child’s live 
performance at 8pm. Tickets are $5 each. Maximum of 
2 tickets available per family. 

We ask that all guests wear masks while on site. Please 
make sure to COVID check in upon entry to the School 
Hall and do not attend if you are feeling unwell. 

Families wishing to collect their child/children straight 
after the performance will need to wait in the Narthex 
for their children to arrive. This must be communicated 
directly via email to your child’s teacher/s prior to the 
performance (preferably the day prior to assist our 
planning). This applies to the child performing and 
siblings. 

Due to current restrictions each family can be 
allocated a maximum of 2 tickets. The advice we 
have been given is that preschool aged children are 
able to attend and do not count towards our density 
requirements. However, you must let us know if 
you will have preschool children attending. It is very 
important that we keep a record of the number of 
children attending so we can ensure social distancing 
requirements are met. We also ask that any children 
attending are restrained in a pram or stroller. This is to 
minimise wandering and interactions of children and 
parents with other families and audience members. If 
you plan to bring along a preschool aged child along 
on to the Concert, please let us know by emailing the 
admin mailbox at admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au as soon 
as possible. We appreciate your understanding and 
support.

CONCERT FILMING
On Monday we had the film crew from Digiflix spend 
the morning filming our Concert in readiness for our 
live performances which begin from this Friday 17 
September. The concert will be made available to 
families via the closed St Paul Lutheran School Blair 
Athol Live Streaming group on Facebook. An email 
will be sent to families as soon as the concert filming 
is launched on this page. If you have not joined this 
group, please follow these steps:

• Through Facebook, search for St Paul Lutheran 
School, Blair Athol

• Click on linked group St Paul Lutheran School Blair 



Athol Live Streaming and request to join

These group is restricted to St Paul Lutheran School 
parents and caregivers only. If you have any questions, 
please email jrobinson@stpaulba.sa.edu.au If any 
families would like to view the recording and are not 
on Facebook, please email our admin staff admin@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

Jessica Robinson | Education Administration Leader

General News
SRC
This week we learnt Kimochis® Key 3. This Key helps us 
to maintain a positive facial expression (Talking Face) 
and body language (Talking Body) when experiencing 
upset emotions and conflicts. We learned that a 
Fighting Face and Body can often make things worse. 
When your child can keep his/her face and body from 
looking aggressive or hurtful, others will be more willing 
to listen. Your child learned how to notice and read the 
facial expressions and body language of others as a way 
to understand the emotion behind the words. 

Family Challenge: Have a family discussion at mealtime 
and choose a situation that you could each practice 
using a Talking Face instead of a Fighting Face. Ask 
family members to give one another positive feedback 
for efforts made to not yell or use facial expressions 
and body language that are not helpful. 



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
WORSHIP @ ST PAUL 
Please feel welcome to join us for Sunday Worship at 8:30am Traditional 
and 10:00am Contemporary including Godly Play for Children. For more 
information feel free to contact us by email at office@stpaul-church.org.au 
or call us on 8262 4690.

SPY
Friday 17th September is our final SPY for Term 3 – we are going out for 
the night. RSVP’s for this event are now closed. We apologise if you have 
missed out and hope to see you at SPY in Term 4.

PLAYGROUP @ ST PAUL
Is on holiday now and will resume on Tuesday October 12 at 9am. For 
more details contact Nicole 0412686342.

STEP UP TO COMMUNION 
We are half way through our Step up to Communion course. We have 10 
young people who are preparing to receive the Lord’s Supper for the first 
time who have been gathering each Sunday morning to understand more 
about this Sacrament. Together with their families last week we had a most 
unusual breakfast as we tasted the individual components of the Passover 
(or Seder) Meal. Pastor Matt roasted some lamb, Nicole made some 
Charoset (a sweet combination of apple and spices) and it was served 
with parsley, salt water and horseradish – all the symbolic elements of the 
Passover Meal similar to that experienced by Jesus and his disciples at the 
Last Supper. We look forward to celebrating with these young people their 
first Communion meal in a few weeks time.


